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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

4th FEBRUARY 2019 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor R Whittaker (Town Mayor)
Councillor D Favor (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Hodges, Mrs Mainstone, 
Matthews, Mrs Mockford, Mockford, Ody, Osborne, Peacock, Mrs 
Russell, Sweatman, Webster and Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer and 2 Members of the 
Public.   

54 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no public questions.

55 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Saull - personal commitment
Cllr Visser  - work commitment

56 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

The Town Mayor explained that all Councillors hold a dispensation at this meeting 
relating to the setting of the Budget and Council Tax. All of the interests have been 
made at earlier meetings therefore Cllrs need not make declarations again and can 
vote on the budget book in its entirety. 

57 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor advised that his full list would come to the next council meeting as 
it was not usually submitted to this shorter council agenda. He thanked all who 
supported his sell out charity quiz; he reminded everyone of the charity concert this 
weekend at Chequer Mead and advised that both he and Cllr Mrs Mockford as 
representatives to MSALC would be attending the MSALC conference next week.  
He noted that the programme was particularly good. He was advised that Nathan 
Elvery would not be attending and his place taken by Lee Harris Director of 
Economy.  He also advised that the town of Marushkinskoye in Russia had made an 
official approach re twinning. Following consideration by the Town Twinning 
Association the decision was made not to proceed, as they do not have the 
resources to administer another Twin Town, have refused others over the past few 
years and the town is significantly smaller than East Grinstead in populous. 

The Council noted this report.  



31

58 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

Cllr Sweatman said he had nothing that he wished to lay before the council at this 
time.

59 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

The Chairman advised that the 2nd January Planning Meeting had been omitted 
from the list shown on the agenda, but it was due to be agreed at this meeting.   

Date Page Nos. Minute No. 
(a) Planning                                                       2-1-19 124-128 234-241
(b) Public Services 17-1-19 129-130 242-247
(c) Amenities & Tourism                                   17-1-19 131-132 248-252
(d) Finance & General Purposes  17-1-19     133-134 253-257
(e) Planning                                                      21-1-19 135-139     258-265

Councillor Dabell (as Vice Chairman) proposed the Planning minutes.
Councillor Mrs Mockford proposed the Public Services Minutes, and gave an update 
that the safe places scheme registration fee has been agreed to be met by the Mid 
Sussex Partnership and that the registration has been made. The scheme will now 
roll out during March.
Councillor Peacock proposed the Amenities and Tourism minutes
Councillor Sweatman proposed the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
minutes.      

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the above Committees to 
confirm the decisions contained within them.

60 TOWN COUNCIL REVENUE ESTIMATES - BUDGET 2019/2020 

The Town Mayor handed over to Cllr Sweatman for this item, who advised that the 
revenue estimates, capital programme and all matters have been considered by the 
standing committees, he thanked all those who had worked on the papers and help 
draft the budget.  

RESOLVED: 

i. That the revenue estimates 2019/2020, as set down in the draft budget booklet, 
become the Town Council’s budget for 2019/2020 financial year; 

ii. That the Town Council’s capital programme for 2019/2020 be laid down as in the 
draft budget booklet;
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iii That the grants to the named community organisations contained in those papers 
be approved for release in the 2019/20 year, subject to the receipt of annual 
accounts;

iv That the Chequer Mead grant be set for a two year period;    

v That the Town Council’s estimate payments of £1,243,827 and estimated income of 
£294,160 in the 2019/2020 financial year be approved, resulting in a net cost to the 
Town Council of £949,667; 

vi To approve a precept for the 2019/2020 financial year, set at £949,667 
(representing an annual council tax of £83.17 per Band D property) based on the 
known tax base of 11,418.5

61 THE PRECEPT TO BE MADE ON MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL.

RESOLVED:  that the precept  be made  on  Mid  Sussex  District Council 
to  be  paid  in  2  instalments of  £474,833 and £474,834 by 
30th April and 30th September 2019.

62       RISK REGISTER

Mr Chambers introduced the report and highlighted that 3 risks have been reduced 
from red to amber following introduction of new processes new requirements around 
GDPR.  It was asked whether there are additional fees for recalling data from the 
cloud, the reply was no all retrieval costs are included in the annual fees.          

RESOLVED: to approve the updated risk register. 

63 EXTERNAL AUDIT

The Town Mayor advised that the letters from the auditor confirmed the audit was 
not qualified for 2017/18 and Mr Chambers was thanked for his work on this.  A 
question was asked as to the auditors’ advice on enhanced councillors allowances, 
the Town Mayor advised that had been an internal audit query not the External 
Audit which was the matter at hand.   

The report was noted. 

There being no other business the Town Mayor advised the next meeting was 1st

April and closed the meeting at 7.19pm. 

SIGNED:

TOWN MAYOR


